Minutes: Groton Democratic Town Committee (GDTC)
Wednesday, April 24, 2024, 7-8 pm, Thrive 55/Senior Center

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Natalie Billing.

Roll call: Natalie Billing, Doris Pulaski, Mary Von Dorster, John Wirzbicki, Janice
Kimball, Joseph Baril, Juliette Parker, Jackie Massett, Elizabeth Bumgardner, Elizabeth
Duarte, Paul Duarte, Chris Conley, Adam J. Puccino Sr., Shawn Powers, Kristin
Powers, Dan Gaiewski, Al Fritsche, Marge Gookins, Peter Roper, Lisa Thomasco,
Bruce Jones, and Nancy Codeanne.

2. A motion was made to accept the minutes of March 27, 2024 by Jackie Massett,
seconded by Mary Von Dorster. The motion passed unanimously.

3. The Treasurer John Wirzbicki reported that there is currently $5,201.70 in the
treasury. More money will be needed to support a Democratic Headquarters for the fall
campaign.

4. Andrew "Skip" Parrella has filed to run against Heather Somers for State Senate,
District 18. Andrew will need donations to quallify for public financing. Please be
prepared to donate once he's ready.

5. Chris Conley may still need a few names/donations in support of her run for State
House of Representatives.

6. Rob and Chelsea Meade are moving out of state. A replacement for Rob on the
Board of Education is needed. Two people (Democrats) have expressed interest to
replace Rob Meade on the Board of Education: Michael Whitney, who is currently the
Chair of the RTM Education Committee, and Michael Freeman, former President of the
Stonington Teacher's Union. Both: highly qualified. Any other applicants for the
position should apply to the Board of Education, who will select Rob's replacement.

7. There are vacant Democratic seats that need to be filled on the RTM for both District
1 and District 5.

8. A fundraiser dinner will be held in Hartford on June 29, 2024. The Guest Speaker
will be House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries.

9. The Stonington Town Committee will be holding a fundraiser on May 18 from 2:00-
5:00 p.m.

10. There was discussion of funding for Education/ECS/ DOD Supplemental.



11. Nominating Committee - Liz Duarte reported that the Nominating Committee met
by email. There was one application. David Hume filed an application to serve on the
Citizen and Police Committee. He has experience in the mental health and addiction
field, and has been a policeman. John Wirzbicki made a motion to recommend David
to the Town Council's Personnel and Appointments Committee.The motion was
seconded by Chris Conley. The motion passed unanimously.

12. Representative Chris Conley gave aCapitol Report. Representative Baumgardner
was representing us at the State Central Convention to re-elect Nick Vegelante and
Karla Desjardins as our Reps. Chris reported: The State Assembly moved to require a
wider group of employers to give employees at least five Paid Time Off days a

year. The state will now honor Department of Defense military protection orders in an
effort to reduce domestic Violence. The legislative session ends on May 8, 2024 this
year.

13. There was discussion about the Board of Education's and Towns' self-funded
Health Insurance program and the possibility of changing to the State Municipal Health
Insurance Plan.

14. On Sunday, April 28, 2024, from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m at Thrive 55, there will be an
informational meeting on help available for those going through the Eviction Process

15. There was no Board of Education report nor Town Council report given .

16. There will be a Community Conversation on Housing on April 28, 2024, at 5:45 p.m.
at Covenant Baptist Church located on Route 184. John Reiner is the host of the event.
People commented that these programs have been excellent, informative, and are
recorded and can be watched later on You Tube.

17. The next meeting will be May 22, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. at Thrive 55. The committee
will be nominating candidates for Democratic Registrar of Voters and ten candidates
for Democratic Justices of the Peace.

18. There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by
Peter Roper, seconded by Mary Von Dorster. The motion passed unanimously. The
meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Doris Pulaski, Secretary



